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UNIT 3 COURIER 

Fostering Community Spirit Through Positive Communication 

Volume 24, Issue 10, October 2019, Mainlands of Tamarac by the Gulf 
  Facebook : Mainlands Unit 3 Neighbors,  https://www.facebook.com/groups/175604639674083/ 

Mainlands Website www.themainlands.com  

Editor, Peter Cunningham, 727-592-9715 or hgcpbc@gmail.com 
Mainlands Cable TV info channel 732 (w/HD cable box) or 98.1 (w/o box) 

The Courier is available online at www.themainlands.com.  Click on Unit 3 tab.  To stop paper copy see page 15. 

Board of Directors      Deb Engstrom, President 

Summer is over, but the fun and 
busyness continues.  Our snow-
birds are returning, there are lots 
of activities planned, and we have 
been preparing for our annual 
meeting. 

ANNUAL MEETING  - Saturday, 
October 26th, 1pm, Unit 3 clubhouse 

Everyone should have received the first mailing.  
The second mailing will be going out between 9/29 
and 10/11, (per Florida Statute) and will contain 
your voting information.  To clarify, electronic vot-
ing is NOT available.  We would have to contract 
with an online voting service and there are many 
state laws to follow.  You may have signed up last 
spring to have your voting documents delivered to 
you online. If you did sign up for this, you will re-
ceive your second packet via email delivery.  (You 
may receive both email and US mail) You will print 
your own voting documents, and follow a short vid-
eo very carefully as to how to mail back your vote.  
The Florida Statutes dictate very specifically how 
votes are to be returned.  If not done properly, your 
vote will not count! Email delivery of the voting 
packet should allow for a shorter turnaround time 
for those currently out of town.  Please return your 
vote promptly!  

HURRICANE SEASON is not over until November 
30th.  Please remember the clubhouse is NOT a 
hurricane shelter.  If your power is out, and the 
clubhouse has power, you can go there to keep 
cool, use the refrigerator, etc.  

SEX OFFENDER that was living in unit 6 has 
moved out! 

PROPERTY INSPECTIONS are being done by our 
manager, Mollie, who checks for untrimmed bush-
es, clutter, etc.  If you receive a violation letter, 
please comply promptly.  We want to keep unit 3 
looking good! 

GATES - The 40th Street gate is tentatively sched-
uled to be closed October 1st. Anyone who or-
dered a FOB should have received it.  Snowbirds 
and anyone who has not gotten their one free 
RFID sticker or ordered a FOB, can go to the man-
agement office. Keeping in mind the purpose of the 
gate, the Master Board voted unanimously to NOT 
provide gate devices for anyone other than Main-
land residents.   

ROBO CALLS FROM THE OFFICE- If you do not 
receive them, please contact the management of-
fice 727 573-5670.  These calls are a valuable 
source of information for community alerts.  

 

 Let's Party with Carlo  
Saturday, October 19th dance 

Unit 3 Clubhouse  7:30-10:30pm   

Tickets $8  at Kaffee Klatch 8:30am Thursdays or  

Lois Katz 727 201-8586 

BYOB and snacks, Halloween Theme 

Music by Carlo Lovasco 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/175604639674083/
http://www.themainlands.com
mailto:hgcpbc@gmail.com
http://www.themainlands.com
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WOMEN’S CLUB    Fran George, President 

What a summer!! There were sev-
eral outings with a million 
laughs.  Thank You to VP Deb 
Engstrom for your hard work in ar-
ranging them.  The Drag Queen 
Bingo at Hamburger Mary’s was 
such a hoot.  Plus our table won 

most of the games. The money raised went to 
John Hopkins Middle school arts and drama de-
partment.  What a fun way to support education.  

There are many new ladies in unit 3 and I would 
like to extend an invitation to come to the October 
18 meeting at noon.  You may not know anyone, 
but you will walk out with new friends.  Ladies who 
have lived here for awhile and wonder what goes 
on you are invited too!  Don’t be shy.  You can call 
or text me 727-560-8652 or sign up at the club-
house. The October meeting is “bring a salad to 
share.”  Who knew there were so many different 

salads? The board will take care of des-
sert.  Also  bring the oldest thing in your house (not 
husbands).  Please think about  a short story to 
share on this item.  This will be a great way to 
learn something new about our members. 

Your Women’s Club Board has been working on 
the fun filled year ahead. There is a large variety of 
speakers on the calendar.  November will be a sur-
prise not to be missed.   Of course if you have any 
ideas on meetings or outings please share with 
any of the board members. 

Reta Morris is VP in charge of the menu. She is 
enjoying her position on the board and a big 
thanks to her.  If you would like to help her there is 
a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  Can you 
help  before, during,  or after just one or all the 
meetings?   Many hands make light work.  The 
menu will be posted before the meetings so those 
with allergies can make arrangements.  

SOCIAL CLUB  Maggie Levey, President  

Hi Everybody.  It’s really nice to be 
back home.  Looking forward to our 
fall & winter season. 

First, let’s party with Carlo, Halloween 
Style Saturday, October 19th 
Dance— prizes for the three best cos-
tumes. Tickets are only $8 available 

from Lois Katz at Kaffee Klatch or call at 727-201-
8586. 

Second, we heard great reports that the WWAR 
Alive Ride on 9/14 was a complete success. Spe-
cial thanks to Lois Katz, Donna Marie Bartoli, 
and  Skip & Fran George, and those who came out 
to support our Wounded Warriors. (See photos on 
page 4) For those of you who are reading this 
online, here’s some links to local news coverage: 

https://www.facebook.com/woundedwarriorsabilitiesranch/
videos/416787239041561?sfns=mo  

https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2019/09/14/veteran
-s-alive-ride-inspires-wounded-warriors-to-get-active  

www.fox13news.com/news/local-news/celebrating-
perseverance-wounded-warriors-alive-day-2019  

Now, on a personal note, I tripped 
and fractured my foot—NO NO 
it was not my high heels!!!  Ha!Ha! 
I’m now in a very fashiona-
ble walking air boot for 6 weeks. 
Boot matches  most of my outfits. 
Ha!ha! 

A busy, fun, fall/winter season is scheduled for 
everyone; sponsored by your Social Club.  Got a 
suggestion for an activity?  Drop me a note at  

leveyken@aol.com or call me at 727 481-5505. 

MEN’S CLUB  Jim Craig, President 

The seasons are turning and Fall is here. It could only mean our men from the north are re-
turning and we will soon be back at full strength. A chicken and rice dinner is in the plans for 
November and our appreciation  dinner early in December. Our French Toast 
breakfasts will continue on the 4th Saturday of each month as usual. Also, one 
of our members donated a five gallon water bottle full of pennies so we are try-
ing to come up with a fun way to raffle off guesses and a prize. Look for it !!! 

https://www.facebook.com/woundedwarriorsabilitiesranch/videos/416787239041561?sfns=mo
https://www.facebook.com/woundedwarriorsabilitiesranch/videos/416787239041561?sfns=mo
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2019/09/14/veteran-s-alive-ride-inspires-wounded-warriors-to-get-active
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2019/09/14/veteran-s-alive-ride-inspires-wounded-warriors-to-get-active
http://www.fox13news.com/news/local-news/celebrating-perseverance-wounded-warriors-alive-day-2019
http://www.fox13news.com/news/local-news/celebrating-perseverance-wounded-warriors-alive-day-2019
mailto:leveyken@aol.com
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Help wanted: Volunteers are needed 

to help keep the information on our 

sign board up to date.  The sign 

board is a very important and vital 

way of getting the list of Unit 3 activi-

ties and events out to all of Main-

lands.  With a few dedicated volun-

teers working in shifts, this easy job 

will not require very much of your 

time.  Please contact Maggie Levey 

at 727 481-5505 or Lois Katz at 727 

201-8586 to offer your services.  

BINGO  Karen Niska 

We welcome everyone to Tuesday night 
bingo. This is a Social Club activity. The 
more people we have the larger the prizes. 
We are in need of helpers once a month to 
be paymasters or callers. If you can help 
let Phil and Pat Mugavero know. 727 804-
3140 A cheap, but fun, night to get to know 
your neighbors. Hope to see you there.  

KARAOKE  

Unit 3 has recently started a Karaoke fun 

time at the 

club house.  

We met once 

in July and a 

couple times 

in August.  

This is a free 

event open to 

all who want 

to come.  We 

have had between 15 and 20 people sign 

up to sing each time we have met, and an-

other couple dozen who enjoy listening but 

choose not to sing.  We have a good mix of 

singers ranging from “beginner” to “wow”.  

Please feel free to join us.  If you would like 

to sing, bring a karaoke CD and see how 

you do.  We don’t look for talent scouts to 

“discover” us, we just meet to have a good 

time.  We will be meeting from 6:00 to 

9:00pm on October 3, and October 17.  

Future dates are being planned.  BYOE 

(bring your own everything) and expect to 

have a great time.  Contact person is Terry 

Tripp, 727 204-4841. 

COURIER CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE MARK YOUR 

PERSONAL CALENDARS

Courier articles for future issues of the 2019

son are due on or before as follows:

October 27, 2019

December 22, 2019

February 25, 2020

April 26, 2020

  BOD Pet Policy Report - September 2019 

Janet Troutman, Chairman 

We had a great turn-out at the Pet Policy Committee’s 

informative meeting.  Over 60 residents attended.  Lt. 

Gary Brown, from Pinellas County Animal Services, 

provided valuable information to Unit 3 residents at the 

meeting on Wednesday, September 18, 2019.  The 

committee compared the current pet rules to the pro-

posed new pet rules, explained our proposed reporting 

system, and discussed the resident and committee sur-

veys.  Lt. Brown, Jan Troutman, Jamie Bentley, and 

Donna Bartoli answered questions from the residents.  

Lt. Brown summarized Pinellas County laws. 

A survey about our proposed policy will be available 

online.  A paper copy of the survey will also be availa-

ble for those who do not have access to a computer.  

We took a “straw” vote at the meeting, and most resi-

dents agreed 100% with the proposed rules. We en-

courage everyone in Unit 3 to complete the online sur-

vey when it is available. 
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ENTHUSIASTIC, PATRIOTIC, UNIT 3 NEIGHBORS came out to the Wounded Warriors parade.   

Photos by Donna Marie Bartoli 
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Mainlands Walking Club    Elaine Wright 

A little reminder that November will be coming up soon and we plan to walk during that 

month, I hope, together.  It has been a long hot Summer for all of us in various States, 

however I hope that you have kept those "old pins" moving.  Since I won’t be returning to 

Florida until mid-November, I have put two hikes in November on our schedule. Subse-

quently, I  plan to do a hike every Tuesday throughout the winter season.  I hope you will 

plan to join me again, those that were constant last Season, and I hope we can encour-

age new faces to come out and have a laugh, walk with us, and socialize afterwards at 

lunch somewhere.  Please call if you have any questions Elaine R. Wright 317 753 5516. 

November 19 - Tuesday - 930am - Weedon Preserve walk, Pinellas Park/St Petersburg 

November 26 - Tuesday - 930am - Phillippe Park Hike, Safety Harbor 

Wildlife seen along the trails of Pinellas Park 

All this beauty within a 20 minute radius of Mainlands.  For Free! 
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GATEWAY EXPRESSWAY PROJECT 

The Florida Department of Transportation has some ambitious expansion plans 

that will impact us over the next few years.  Most of the construction is from the 

118th Ave area northward. It will extend north to the Clearwater Airport, westerly 

to Rt.19, and easterly to 275 and 4th Street. The FDOT has prepared a neat an-

imation of the plan viewable on YouTube at  

https://www.Youtube.com/watch?v=wvDM_aKextg. 

The video is dated April 2016 but is probably still pretty accurate.  I inquired of FDOT if the racetrack 

located in that area will be affected by these plans.  The answer was “no”.  “Additionally, the speedway 

operator has a lease on the property through April 2022.” 

If you are interested in receiving email updates about the project and road closures, you 

can sign up here. 

http://www.fdottampabay.com/project/235/433880-1-52-01 

JEAN SIMPSON   Producer, Director Spotlight Dancers 

The Spotlight Dancers and our show cast will soon be rehearsing several hours a week 

to bring you our new show for 2020.  It's very difficult to believe that this is our 10th year. 

For our newer residents, if you have never seen the Unit 3 group perform, you are in for a 

treat.  There are great Tap and Jazz routines, beautiful costumes and great singers per-

forming in our floor show.  After the first of the year, we will certainly keep you informed of 

our show dates so that you will have an opportunity to get tickets for the show.  If you 

would like to audition to sing or dance and  be a member of our cast, please call Jean Simpson at 727

-272-4531.  Enjoy the rest of your summer and looking forward to seeing  you soon. 

Spotlight Dancers: Elaine Wright, Eileen Hicks, Terrie Neufarth, Lee Yelle, Deb Engstrom, Shirley Johns, Nancy Osterhout, 

Susan Steele, Barbara Konvicka, Jean Simpson. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvDM_aKextg
http://www.fdottampabay.com/project/235/433880-1-52-01
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LIBRARIAN   Sara LeMacher  

Welcome back to our neighbors.  
Our library has had a change. The 
large print books are now locat-
ed in the first book case on your 
left. 

We have so many puzzles and a 
few new games. 

Thank you to all who donate. And a big thank 
you to my helpers Donna Bartoli and Sylvia Wil-
son. 

Holiday / Cruise wear for 
sale. Ladies sequined 

tops $5, Ladies se-
quined  jackets $10.  

Mickey  573-0414.        

Stained glass table lamp. 
Huge 24” high x 20” wide w/
pastel colored roses of red, 

yellow, violet  & green, 3 lights 
in shade, secondary light in 

base -3 way option also -- ele-
gant.  $85. Mickey  573-0414 

  

  
INDOOR EXERCISE      Lois Katz  

Due to lack of interest, I have discon-
tinued the Wednesday and Friday 
exercise classes in our clubhouse.  
For those folks interested in pursuing 
an exercise program, I will suggest 
that you look into the programs of-

fered by the City at the Pinellas Park Senior Center.  
Here’s a link to their website https://www.pinellas-
park.com/Facilities/Facility/Details/Senior-Center-27  
or call them at 727-369-5694. 

BLOCK GENERAL  Sis Manhard 
 
Block Captains  were 
busy  recently deliver-
ing  the 2019-2020 Dial 
Directory  Phone Books. 
The Dial Directo-
ries  book contains a 
listing of the phone 

number  of all residents on the Mainlands 
only.  if you did not receive a book please 
call me and I will deliver  one to 
you.   Thanks, Sis   727 561-7634. 
 
P.S. While the content of the Phone Book is, 
for the most part, public information, be 
thoughtful about how you dispose of your old 
book.  Robo callers or local businesses 
would love to get their hands on them.  Con-
sider keeping the old books with other docu-
ments that you intend to shred during the 
next opportunity. Peter Cunningham, editor 

UNIT 3 TRADING POST 

Early American side table 

w/drop leaves, bottom shelf, 

large colonial wheels & 

beautiful wood finish.  28" 

hi, 24" wide w/hidden draw-

er.  $35.  Mickey  573-0414 

 

The Mainlands water distribution system is pretty basic:  One main water pipe feeds water into our 

community.  The water passes through one water meter that determines the total number of gallons 

used, and is then distributed to each of the 1937 homes in Mainlands.  Each month the water consump-

tion of each household is determined by dividing the total gallons used by 1937 households.    Therefore, 

we all pay the same amount for our water each month. 

https://www.pinellas-park.com/Facilities/Facility/Details/Senior-Center-27
https://www.pinellas-park.com/Facilities/Facility/Details/Senior-Center-27
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ELDER RETIREE COURIER EDITOR SEEKING NOT-SO-ELDER RETIREE COURIER EDITOR 

By Peter Cunningham 

About 15 years ago, Sylvia Doyle was editor of the Courier.  Considering 

that she did not have a background that involved computers, she did a 

remarkable job.  She discovered that I was familiar with word-

processors, and lo and behold, I was adopted as co-editor.  She quickly 

promoted me to “Chief Editor.”  I have to say I have enjoyed it.  It is re-

warding to see each issue in its final state conveying the important com-

munity information for Unit 3.   

Given my recent health issues, and if for some reason I should become 

unable to make future Courier deadlines, I would love to work with someone willing to back me up and ulti-

mately transition to the job as editor.    

So, what’s involved?  You must have a computer equipped with a word processor such as Microsoft Word 

or Publisher and an email connection to the internet.  The Courier is published from September through 

May.  About the 20th of the month, I solicit articles via email from the dozen or so leaders of the various Unit 

3 activities.  I paste their information into next month’s Courier file, maybe add some photos and clip art, 

shuffle things around to make it pretty. I then create a Unit 3 calendar. Presently, Regina Clifton maintains 

the online Google calendar with Unit 3 activities on it.  I copy and paste her items into a calendar template 

that I have.  I verify that the advertisers are correct and save it all as a PDF file. Almost done. I email the file 

to Kwikie Print on 49th Street asking for 300+- copies.  She usually gives me 1-day service; someone from 

Unit 3 picks up the copies and places them in the clubhouse office.  A call to Sis Manhard, and she divvies 

them up for the Block Captains to deliver door-to-door by the first of the month.  Voila!  You’ve just produced 

a monthly Courier.     

“What was that you said about advertisers?” We have about 20 advertisers.  That income more than offsets 

the cost of publishing the Courier; currently adding about $1000 annually to the Social Club treasury.  The 

annual billing cycle for the ads comes due in September.  In August I email the advertisers to see if they 

want to renew their ad.  Advertising revenue  is sent directly to the Unit 3 Social Club treasurer. The new 

editor might want to lobby the Social Club to farm that job out to the “Advertising Department.” 

You still with me?  Sound scary?  Maybe it should; after all, Halloween is just around the corner.  I try to 

paste information into the new Courier throughout the month as I get it.  Then, come crunch time, the file 

placement is pretty much mapped out, and I do final cleanup.  Time permitting, I email a draft copy to all the 

contributors so they can proof their own articles before I ship the Courier to the printer. 

There is no hard and fast rule about the Courier format.  So far, I have  had free-reign to do as I please.  As 

I say in the Courier header, “Fostering Community Spirit Through Positive Communication.”  I try to keep all 

articles positive, sensitive, and non-political.  I add a minimal number jokes, usually for filling in voids.  That 

pretty much keeps me out of trouble. 

I will be more than pleased to sit down with a potential new editor and work with 

you until you’re up to speed.  “BUT WAIT!” Call me within the next 10 minutes and 

I will “try” to get you a legit copy of Microsoft Office 365 for free.  My contact infor-

mation is 727 592-9715 or email me at hgcpbc@gmail.com. 

Now, what am I going to do with all this free time??? 
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Almeida Systems Masonry & Tile LLC 

Concrete Driveways & Interior Floor Tiles 

 

2870 14th Avenue North  

St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Phone: 727 365-3614 

Email: almeidadaidai@msn.com 

David Almeida License # C-1102 and Insured 

RELIANT HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
FORMERLY 

BAYWAY AIR CONDITIONING 

Quality Service Where The Customer is #1 

 

Phone: 727 543-2134  

All Makes and Models 

Free Estimates and Second Opinions  

Sales  Service  Installation State License CAC181942  Insured 

mailto:hgcpbc@gmail.com?subject=ads
mailto:almeidadaidai@msn.com
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Expires 5/31/19. USA10   

Expires 5/31/19. 

Expires 5/31/19. 

Expires 5/31/19. USA10   

 

 

Service Center 

 Since 1981 
 

SENIOR Owned And Operated 
10% off any service for Mainlands residents 

 

   

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

Alignment Service  
with tire  

purchase 

and/or with 

steering/

suspension service. 

WITH COUPON!  

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

FREE 

CHECK ENGINE 

LIGHT ON? 

WITH COUPON!  

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

FREE 
COMPUTERIZED  

ENGINE  DIAGNOSTICS 

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  

Most Cars & Light Trucks 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

The cost to print the Courier assuming 8 

sheets: 

300 copies @ $259 per month 

Times 9 months = $2331 per season. 

Income from current ads = $3175. 

Next time you need maintenance work done 

in your home or automobile consider hiring 

one of our advertisers.  Note that these ser-

vice providers should be licensed and in-

sured to work on your property.  You can 

check their credentials  by checking with the 

maintenance office (727 573-5670) or look 

on the website www.themainlands.com. 

http://www.themainlands.com
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DID YOU KNOW that virtually 
all of our advertisers are “small 
businesses” run by local folks.  I 
try to group their ads together to 
make them easy to find.  Cur-
rently, income from the ads 
more than pays for publishing 
the Courier.  Monthly, we print 
320 copies for door to door dis-
tribution to nearly all the homes 
in Unit 3 at a cost of about $230 
per monthly issue.   

We have 353 homes in Unit 3 
and some residents have opted 
out of the paper copy and read 
it on the Mainlands website; 
www.themainlands.com.  This 
might seem like we’re short-
changing the advertisers, but 
remember, on the website, the 
Courier is available 24/7/365 
from anywhere; on home com-
puters and mobile devices. 

Business Phone Contact 

Abbott Flooring 727 458-7248 Bill Van Oyen 

Almeida Systems Masonry 727 365-3614 David Almeida 

Antique Buyer 727 299-0254 David DeLap 

Calvary Chapel 727 577-7705 Nicole Schuenke 

Carpet Services 727 919-5222 Tom Carver 

Choice Hearing Solutions 727 576-6160 Monika 

Computer Service 727 776-5749 Matt Madrano 

Corner Garage Auto Repair 727 541-1635 Gary 

Doll Bros. Carpet 727 596-2249 Don Doll 

Gulf Coast Heating & Cooling 727 329-6696 Randy Gruber 

Handyworks Property Services 727 460-6001 Mike Zelski 

Justintime Air Conditioning & Heating 727 351-0123 Justin Sims 

Law Office of Brian Marantz 727 512-5137 Brian Marantz 

Mainlands Real Estate 727 576-0101 Luisa Tolusso 

McDonnel Plumbing 727 546-8788 Robert Maslo Sr. 

National Auto Service Center 727 546-6165 Rick 

Property Sisters Florida Real Estate 831-261-7338 Donna Marie Bartoli 

Reliant Heating & Air 727 543-2134 Travis Bathke 

Trident Pest Solutions 727 459-3839 Barry Cain 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS AS OF October 2019 

http://www.themainlands.com
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Coloring 
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E-delivery of the Courier? 

The Courier is available every month on our website.  In the interest of reducing paper waste, are you okay 

with reading the Courier online and not receiving a paper copy?  If so, please let Sis Manhard know via 

email to   buffalosis2@verizon.net or by phone, 727 561-7634. The Courier is available in full color at  

www.themainlands.com and click on the “Unit 3” tab. 

mailto:buffalosis2@verizon.net
http://www.themainlands.com
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TIME TO MOVE!! CHAIR VOLLEYBALL 

See Unit 3 Calendar for dates and times 

 

 
My goodness! This game is so much fun!  One per-

son said “I don’t work this hard at Zumba! And we’re 

sitting down!” Chair Volleyball fever is in the air. We 

recently purchased a second net in preparation for 

our snowbird returns.  We’ll buy a third net if neces-

sary.  It is fun, addicting, good upper body workout, 

and LOTS of laughs.  It’s a “walk-in” activity; no sign

-up necessary 

WATER AEROBICS IN OUR COMMUNITY POOL 

Tuesday - 9:30am Thursday - 10:00am 

Have fun, work out to great music, improve cardio, strength, flexibility, endurance & bal-

ance.  No swimming skills needed.  Perfect aging body workout with no stress on the joints. 
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